Rock Ledge Ranch Demo by Peggy Doney
Clippers, wheels and looms, dye pots and sheep, and PPWG volunteers came together on Rock Ledge
Ranch's Sheep Shearing Demonstration on June 4th! Many people were educated in the processes that
have to take place to be able to use the freshly shorn Merino wool. Shearing happened outside the old
blacksmith building, was skirted, and underwent transformation in natural and rainbow dye pots. Examples
of dyed skeins, fiber, dyes, and books were on on display for attendees to handle. From there it was up into
the barn loft where picking and carding, spinning, and weaving were happening. There were many comments about this being an eye-opener because they had no idea what the processes were going from sheep
to shawl. One volunteer wrote "that directing the people to see the process from carding to spinning to
weaving was a success. They seemed to get more out of learning the process rather than just wandering
from one thing to another."
Some of the rabbit brush, walnut, and wattle-dyed fleece was over-dyed with indigo another day, giving
some rich colors to be blended with the neutrals. The rainbow dyed fiber was taken to the Spring Too Fibers mill in Kiowa for washing and processing for future spinning. The difficulty with these fleeces is not
just the heavy lanolin content but the enormous amount of vegetable matter throughout. It is a challenge
to create the handspun yarn to have the handwoven and knited items on display from the previous year's
clip. We have talked about the desire to expand on our set-up and what we did in order to improve for
next year's event.
Volunteers are the backbone of any demonstration and to Sarah, Judy, WW, Maria, Doreen, Judi, Deb,
Julie, Catie, Cheryl, and Kathleen who were able to come and share their infectious love of fiber, I want to
say THANK-YOU again !
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